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The Wonder
of Wor hip

a congregation, than coming together

BY PASTOR MIKE HERRING

and worshiping God.

The word worship can mean many

the presence of God. He is present and

things to many people. Prayer, the

he is available. Therefore our worship

reading of the Scriptures, various types

should have a transforming effect on

of music, and the singing of hymns and

our lives. Yes, it is important for me to

choruses can all be viewed as worship

enjoy the music whenever possible,

or part of worship. Yet I believe true

and yes, there will be certain elements

worship goes a bit deeper. As believers

of the service I enjoy more than

we are not just seeking an experience

others. But the bottom line regarding

in our worship, we are seeking to

worship is not about the music, what

worship God.

types of songs are sung, or how many

If we did even a light reading of the

times we say amen. Worship is about

Psalms, we could argue that we were

entering into the presence of God and

created for worship. It is no wonder the

the transforming effect it should have

authors of the Westminster Confession

on our lives. It is here we truly glorify

wrote in question one that man s chief

God and enjoy him.

end is to glorify God and enjoy him

In Exodus we see how coming into the

forever. In the same manner, Paul

presence of God had a transforming

reminds us in 1 Corinthians 10:31 when

effect on the life of Moses. If you read

he says, So whether you eat or drink

chapters three and four, we find the

or whatever you do, do it all for the

encounter was physical, intellectual,

glory of God. This is why nothing is

emotional, and volitional; in reading

more important to the life of a church,

Exodus 3:4 6 this interaction begins…

In our weekly worship we move into
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let us be grateful for receiving a
kingdom that cannot be shaken, and

with a worshipful response. In Psalm

thus let us offer to God acceptable

95:6 we read, Oh come, let us

worship, with reverence and awe, for

worship and bow down, let us kneel

our God is a consuming fire.

before the Lord, our Maker. For he is

Worship, acceptable worship, lies at

our God, and we are the people of his

the foundation of our lives as

pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

believers. Worship sets our hearts

Worship reminds us that we are

aflame, strengthens our beliefs,

wonderfully made and God uses

enhances our prayer life, and bonds

worship to transform his people.

us together as God s people.

Worship brings us into the holy

We all encounter God every day,

presence and moves us to

whether we realize it or not, and the

acknowledge our sins but also

scriptures remind us that creation

acknowledge the great gift of

itself bears witness to the presence of

salvation that God has made available

God. The same is true when we come

to sinners through faith in Jesus

together for worship; we are

Christ, his Son.

reminded that God is present. He is

The writer of Hebrews reminds us of

present in the music, hymns and

this in Hebrews 12:28 29: Therefore

praise choruses; he is present in all

Wor hip, accep able
or hip, lie a he
fo nda ion of o r
li e a belie er .
Wor hip e o r
hear aflame,
reng hen o r
belief , enhance o r
pra er life, and
bond
oge her a
God' people.

our prayers, not just a specific type of
prayer, but in all, he is there. So
maybe the question we need to ask is
not whether God is present for us but
are we present for him And as we
worship, let us remember the words
of Psalm 100:1 3: Make a joyful noise
to all the Lord, all the earth! Serve the
Lord with gladness! Come into his
presence with singing! Know that the
Lord, he is God! It is he who made us,
and we are his; we are his people, and
the sheep of his pasture. The wonder
of worship is that it not only brings us
into the presence of God but moves
and transforms us into his image.
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HEBREWS 12:28 29
Therefore let us be
grateful for receiving a
kingdom that cannot be
shaken, and thus let us
offer to God acceptable
worship, with reverence
and awe, for our God is
a consuming fire.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Mark your calendars:

Ch i ma in Ne

o
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Choi Conce
Join us with your beautiful voices for

Choir Prac ice

our concert on the evening of

7

December 19! Christmas in Newport
was cancelled last year because of the

The Cho en Di c
ion
Gro p
S
, N 6 & D 11
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P
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pandemic, so we have even more to
rejoice and sing praises about! If
you d like to participate, please
contact our music director, Angel at
gomamago.xiaotongzhu gmail.com

Deck he Hall

Deck he Hall !
C
C
S
, N 20, 9

On Saturday, November 20th from 9
am to Noon, we will be putting up
Christmas decorations for the Advent
season. Come join the fun! Contact
Stacie at secretary fpcnewport.org

Women

Ch i ma B

nch

Ladies, mark your calendars and
celebrate the season with a Christmas
brunch!
When Saturday December 18, from
10 am to Noon
Whe e First Presbyterian Church,
main level Fellowship Hall
Look for a festive table after worship
next Sunday, October 24, with more
information on how you can be a part.
We can t wait to join together in

S nda School
Ad en S

d

Advent prepares our hearts for the
joyous arrival of Jesus. Advent began
at Creation and wove its way through
history, as God never failed on his
covenant promise that salvation
would come. Join us for a 3 week

-
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S
, D 18, 10
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Advent Sunday School class at 9:15
am, December 5, 12, and 19. Location
to be announced.

O e a ion Ch i ma Child
Be looking for information on how to
be a part of one of FPC s favorite
yearly Christmas missions.

fellowship and share our gifts, our
recipes and most of all, our hearts.
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What a wonderful thing it is
to be sure of one s faith!
How wonderful to be a
member of the evangelical
church, which preaches the
free grace of God through
Christ as hope of sinners! If
we were to rely on our
works what would become
of us
George Frideric Handel
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FPC families and friends enjoyed a beautiful autumn Sunday
afternoon at the Escobar Farms Corn Maze, located in Portsmouth.

Ch rch Direc or
Printed copies of the directory are available
at church. For online access, please visit
http: members.instachurchdirectory.com
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and use your email address to create log in

The annual FPC picnic returned in 2021
with a cookout, potluck, games and
fellowship.

access. You also have the ability to change
or update your family information online
once you have created an account.
Contact the church office at
secretary fpcnewport.org if you have

Naomi Circle Women
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questions.

Coffee Fello

hip Time

Thank you to everyone who has made the
return of fellowship time a success! If you d
like to sign up to participate, there s a sheet
near the coffee pots. For more information,
pleast contact Tim Schultz at
timschultz316 hotmail.com

ACTS 2:42
They devoted
themselves to the
apostles teachings and
to fellowship, the
breaking of bread and
to prayer.

P

Please continue your

If you have a prayer request

prayers for Ralph and

that you would like shared in

Alice Thomas Ralph

the ENews, in the weekly

remains in the Cardiac

EBlast, or in the Sunday

ICU and it is hoped that

Bulletin, please send it to

Ralph will make it into

secretary fpcnewport.org

the Cardiac Step down

or irene fpcnewport.org.

unit within the next

We want to make sure your
prayer needs are included.
Do you sometimes need help
organizing how to pray and
who to pray for The five
finger prayer is a children s

couple of days They ask
for wisdom for the
doctors as they continue
to treat his heart and
deal with the
complications that have

tool that is great for adults

arisen Alice and Ralph

as well

continue to have faith in

Thumb those closest to

the healing power of The

you, your family.

Great Physician for

Pointer Those that point

Ralph s recovery and

you in the right direction

appreciate your every

teachers, pastors . Ask for
wisdom and support.

prayer

Index Those that lead us in
government. Pray for
wisdom.
Ring Those that are weak,
in trouble or in pain.
Pinkie Our prayers for
ourselves and our own
Fi
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