September 22, 2022

This week at FPC
“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”

Hebrews 6:19

Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious
of those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither,
like green plants they will soon die away
Trust in the Lord and do good dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
Take delight in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Psalm 37: 1-11

Dick Falb, long-time Church member, Elder, and Sunday School teacher,
offered the Sunday morning message September 18. It was titled,”Trust In
the Lord, based on scripture from Psalm 37 and I Kings. The theme was
supported by the hymns and choir anthem, “God Is Our Refuge,” as well as
a beautiful cello prelude by Eden Conwell.
Dick and his wife, Margaret, recently celebrated their 64th wedding
anniversary. They have five children and 17 grandchildren. We thank Phil
Haun, Lay Leader, Deidra Ricci for the children’s message, the sound
crew, Alice Hand’s floral arrangement, the coffee hour hosts, and all who
worshipped with us.

Sunday School classes
for all ages
Please join Rev. Hutchinson
and other teachers in the
Hometime Room for at 9:15 for
an Adult Sunday School
class on "Essential Tenets of
our Presbyterian Faith" The
class offers a greater insight
into the essential tenets of the
Reformed tradition, which are
tied to the teaching of the great
themes of Scripture and the
historic Reformed confessions.
Our Elementary Sunday
School class, taught by Cindy
Wilson, uses the Hands On
Curriculum focusing on Joshua
and Esther stories. This class
is also at 9:15 Sunday
mornings in the Pre-School
room.
The Senior and Junior High
School class will resume on
Sunday, October 8, taught by
Dave Kolator. We meet at 9:15
in the Samuel Room. We will
continue viewing the Pastor
Louie Giglio video
“Indescribable" and discuss
how it corresponds with the
Bible.

On the Journey…
Please pray for the Lord to prepare the hearts of those He
is calling to serve for the Vision Framing Process and the
Pastoral Nominating Committee.
Pastor Search Process and budget concerns—As our search
committee takes shape, we also need face the challenge of finances.
The good news is that our situation is improving, and we have turned
the corner.
Our revised 2022 Operating Budget, passed by the congregation
July 31, forecasted an annual deficit of -$47,351. At the end of July, our
Year to Date Operating Deficit was -$56,102.11 but at the end of
August the Operating Deficit was -$33,312.99. We have turned the
corner, thanks to all who have contributed to our Church to help
alleviate this deficit.
Our goal is to finish the year without a deficit. Please consider what
you can do to help us achieve this important goal. Our ability to call a
new Pastor is dependent on our ability to live within our means, and
together, with God’s help and guidance, we can do it!
Coffee/Fellowship hour needs hosts. After Sunday worship service,
all are invited to the Fellowship Hall for refreshments and friendly
conversation. If you are able to help host one Sunday, please sign up
on the clipboard near the coffee urn. It is only a matter of keeping the
coffee pot filled, providing some simple refreshments, and about an
hour of your time, but it means a lot to all who relish the opportunity to
socialize before returning home.
ZOOM conversations keep us in touch. For the past six months, we
have been blessed by being able to talk via Zoom with those unable to
attend the Sunday worship service. Happily, many of these people
have been able to return to worship with us, and now we look forward
to reaching out to others. If you or someone you know would like to
visit with fellow church members this way, please let the Deacons
know: deacons@fpcnewport.org or call Daryl at 401-339-7625.

Is it too early to think about Christmas? Not for
the choir—we are already practicing for the Advent
and Christmas season, and especially for our annual
Christmas in Newport evening. Join us in the choir loft
at 6:30 Wednesday evenings! You will be warmly
welcomed, because we have many empty chairs and
need more singers to fill them!

You are welcome to join Evensong. This group meets every
Sunday evening at 6 p.m. on Zoom to worship with songs, hymns, and
scripture, and fellowship. If you are interested in participating email
Brian Ross, mm9616b@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

Looking ahead…
Saturday, September 24
How an Operation Christmas
Child Shoebox changed her life
Vanessa MejiaHutchison, 10, received
a shoebox of gifts at
her church in
Honduras. You can
hear her story—how
this surprise gift
worked in her life. Come to the
Calvary Temple, 4321 N. Main
Street, Fall River at 6:30 p.m

Saturday, October 8
Broadway Street Fair is back!
In 2019 FPC members enjoyed a
beautiful autumn day along with
thousands of neighbors and
visitors. We handed out flyers,
pens, and New Testaments, and
we enjoyed chatting with passersby about our church. About three
dozen people, many of them local
residents, came into our sanctuary
and were amazed at its beauty,
asking many questions about the
organ and stained glass windows.
A frequent quote was, “I’ve lived
here all my life and never been
inside this church. It’s amazing.”
The fair begins at Equality Park,
our front yard. If you would like to
help greet our neighbors out on
the street in front of the church, or
acting as guides to show visitors
our sanctuary, contact Tim Schultz
(timschultz316@hotmail.com). We
will do this from 11:00 to 3:00 in
one-hour or two-hour shifts. This
is an exciting outreach
opportunity.

Pray…
…for our church as we renew our faith in God’s
plan for all of us and reach out to those around us.
Join Deidra Ricci in the Fellowship Hall Sunday at
10 a.m. to pray together before worship.
…for our nation and its leaders, for our first
responders and for all those who serve our nation in
dangerous parts of the world, including Jacob
Ricci, Mark Incze, and others related to our church
members.
…for the spoken and unspoken needs of those
in our church family who will have or are recovering
from surgery, are ill or enduring hardships or loss
and in need of God’s healing and grace. And as
you pray, please remember these and many others
in our church family and beyond.
Norm and Janet Champagne
Bruce and jan jones
The Ricci Family
Stacie Schultz’s mother

Graciela Emerick
The Kinder family
Richard and Cindy Price
Ralph and Alice Thomas

…for Judy Hoogendoorn as she mourns the loss
of her sister.
"So with you: Now is your time of grief but I will see you
again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away
your joy." John 16;22

…for Joyce Miller and her family in the loss
of her husband, Bob Miller. Bob
and Joyce were longtime members of
FPC. Bob sang in the choir and both
were active in many church activities.
Friends are invited to Bob's Life
Celebration with visiting hours
Thursday, September 22, from 1:30
to 5 p.m. in the J. J. Duffy Funeral Home, 757
Mendon Road, Rt. 122, Cumberland. A prayer
service will be held at 4:30.
…for Mark Barnes and his family in the passing of
his mother. May they find comfort in their
memories. We ask for God to make his presence
known to the family and particularly Mark's father
who is feeling very lost without his life partner. May
God provide His peace during this difficult time.
…for our missionaries. This month we are
praying for Boston Project. Their mission is to
engage and equip neighbors, volunteers, and
congregations to build strong communities in
Dorchester, MA. Sixty percent of their work is with
youth. They also work to provide for the physical
needs of the community, addressing food insecurity
and covid education. FPC has supported this
important ministry since it was conceived in 1995.
Find out more at https://www.tbpm.org/about/

It’s time to sign up for FPC Dinner Club!

Nursery Workers Needed! We
have a lovely nursery and playroom to
provide childcare for young children so
their parents can worship without
distractions. As our young population
grows, we need new volunteers to help
during worship service. If you can help
temporarily or on an ongoing basis,
please contact Cindy Wilson at
704-904-6990 or
cindysmithwilson@gmail.com.

If you love to eat and enjoy lively conversation with Christian
friends, FPC Dinner Club is informal, always fun, and open to
all adults, young or old, single or attached, new to FPC or
lifetime members.
We’re forming new dinner groups to begin in October. One
person or couple acts as host, providing a main dish. Others, if
able, bring an appetizer, salad or dessert. Fill out this form and
place it on the Gold table in the Fellowship Hall, or contact
Nancy Burgess (text 401-835-0183 or email
nancykayaks@cox.net).
Name ____________________________________
Phone ______________ E-mail ________________________
Address_____________________________________________
Able to host a dinner group Yes____ No____
Special diet/transportation needs or other comments :
_____________________________________________

A New Christian Education Building Takes Form
By 1960 there were more than 600 names
on the membership lists, though less than
500 were active members. Two worship
services were held each Sunday, and the
Sunday school classes were overflowing.
Clearly, more rooms were clearly needed
for Sunday school. The temporary
partitions and curtains in the dining room
Groundbreaking September 27, 1959 and vestry were simply inadequate.
Back in 1956, a Special Study Committee
had looked at various alternatives, such as constructing a full second floor
over the vestry area or creating permanent partitions in the basement. But
the preferred solution always was the construction of a new building at the
rear of the church. And as always, the problem was money.
In his memoirs, Rev. Clark recalls his personal doubts about the ability
of the church to meet the cost of a new building. When he initially failed to
get behind the project, one of the military members challenged him about
his lack of enthusiasm. The member reminded him of a sermon he had
recently preached about “God’s concern for our needs,” and quoted the
words of Malachi 3:10. “I challenge you to put me to the test. Bring the
entire ten percent into the storehouse, so there will be food in my house.
Then I will open the windows of heaven and flood you with blessing after
blessing.” Soon after that confrontation, the project moved forward more
rapidly; the congregation approved the proposal at a meeting in 1958.

Don’t miss a word!
If you could use an assist
with hearing the worship
service, FPC has a system
in place to help. In the back
of the sanctuary you can
find receivers and ear
pieces that work with the system. Users can pick up any
receiver to use during the service. They are not dedicated to
any one individual. Ear pieces are provided that can be
individualized. Add your name to the tag on the ear piece on
the initial use. You can identify a specific ear piece as your own
using the marked tag and use it each week. You can also use
your own personal ear piece from home if desired. Several
guest ear pieces are also available. If you need help feel free
to ask Mike Ricci for assistance.
Note: If you have trouble receiving or
viewing this newsletter through your
email you can find this and previous
issues at fpcnewport.org—click on
News and Events.

Want to give online?
Go to our web site
www.fpcnewport.org and
click on the Give tab,
then fill in the information
on the screen.
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Weekly Meetings and Activities
Thursday, September 22
9:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m. Church office open*
2:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study (Zoom)
6:30 p.m. Deacons
Saturday, September 24
7:00 a.m. Promise Keepers breakfast
at Chelsea’s restaurant
Sunday, September 25
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
9:45 a.m. Choir Practice
10:00 a.m. Pre-worship prayer time
10:30 a.m. Worship service
(nursery care available)
11:30 a.m. Fellowship time
6:00 p.m. Evensong (Zoom)
Monday, September 26
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. office open*
6:30 p.m. Sarah Circle (Zoom)
7:00 p.m. 20s & 30s Small Group
Wednesday, September 28
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice
* office hours may vary

We thank our Elders and
Deacons for their leadership
and service
Worship Committee
Deidra Ricci and Janice Kinder
Missions Committee
Deidra Ricci
Finance and Personnel Committee
Ken Hoffman and Greg Bloom
Buildings and Grounds Committee
Don Fennessey and Phil Thow
Christian Education Committee
Chip Wilson and Janice Kinder
Inner Life Committee
Tim Schultz and Brian Petit
Board of Deacons
Co-chairs Daryl Kolator and Darien
Petit
Nancy Browne, Nancy Burgess, Deb
Hoffman, Jamie Landsman, Deb
MacDowell, Cindy Wilson
_______________________________________

Director of Music: Angel Conwell
Secretary: Stacie Schultz
Caretakers: Tom and Cheri Dugan

